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Never in a vacuum
In a famous 1962 performance of 
Brahms D minor Concerto, Leonard Bern- 
stein took the unusual step of addressing 
the audience beforehand regarding his 
differences in the interpretation of the 
music with the pianist, Glenn Gould. 
Their views were so different he declared 
that some may ask why he is conducting 
to that interpretation. His answer recog-
nized his respect for Gould as an artist 
and therefore his conclusion that he 
should take seriously an interpretation 
Gould considered valid.
This event intrigued me, not so much 
because it happened but because it was 
a distinct reminder that it is not just in 
music performance that interpretation is 
happening and that often such interpre-
tation happens without the listener’s 
understanding. 
Education is no exception. A teacher 
approaches the classroom with a frame 
of reference that will impact the way 
they teach their subject, the way they 
view their material. Recently I was part 
of a conversation between individuals 
of different denominations about the 
importance or otherwise of Christian 
education. There too, as with a conver-
sation amongst Seventh-day Adventists, 
were the supporters and the doubters.
The doubters will argue that public 
education puts children and young 
people in the real world and that as long 
as the home and church are strong, that 
is enough: why pay money for “private” 
education? There are many responses to 
that, but I want to focus on one. I know 
many of you know this, too, but I think it 
is important to restate it again, especial-
ly in a time when more and more parents 
and students are choosing the cheaper 
or perceived more elite options for their 
education.
Education is never delivered in a 
vacuum, and informational/professional 
learning is only a part of education. I 
know the way I approach the study of 
literature, for example, is dramatically 
different to how it was approached in the 
secular university I attended for a while. 
A biblical frame of reference is no less 
valid educationally than a secular frame 
of reference, in any discipline. In fact the 
values and biblical context of learning I 
would suggest deepen, not narrow, the 
educational experience, and that happens 
inside and outside the classroom. Whether 
consciously or unconsciously, students 
will be impacted by the frame of reference 
of their teachers, staff, peers, at whatever 
level. That does not mean all students will 
accept those values and perspectives at the 
end of the day. But it is far more likely they 
will become deeply embedded into their 
minds, souls and hearts.
I know I am not saying anything new in 
this editorial, but I write it because I feel 
passionately that the future health of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church cannot be 
separated from the health of Adventist 
higher education (indeed all Adventist 
education). I am distressed (and no that is 
not too strong a word) to see its value min-
imized or even disparaged. I hope that you 
can join me in speaking out and celebrat-
ing the gift of education that God gave this 
church from its inception, because that is 
what it is: a gift!
Andrea Luxton, president
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